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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY LAWS 


STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
(Including amendments to Sections 5391 and 5393, Laws 1940) 


CHAPTER 131 
5388. State Library Commission created.—There shall be a commission 
to be known as the “state library commission” to be composed of five per- 
sons, resident citizens of this state, two of whom shall be appointed by the 
governor and three of whom shall be members ex-officio as follows: The 
state librarian, the president of the State Federation of Women’s Clubs and 
the president of the State Library Association. 


5389. Term of office of commissioners.—The members appointed by 
the governor shall be appointed for a term of five years and all subsequent 
appointments shall be for terms of five years, except appointments to fill 
vacancies which shall be made by the governor for the unexpired terms. The 
members shall serve without pay, but shall be allowed actual expenses 
when attending meetings of the commission. Such commission shall elect 
annually a chairman from among its members. 


5390. Secretary to be elected—dqualifications.—The commission shall 
elect annually a secretary who shall be chosen outside the membership of 
the commission and only persons experienced in modern methods of library 
work shall be elected as secretary. The secretary shall keep a record of the 
proceedings of the commission; and accurate accounts of its financial trans- 
actions; shall have charge of its work in organizing new libraries, and have 
all general administrative duties incident to carrying on the work of the 
commission. The secretary shall be paid a salary and allowed actual travel- 
ing expenses while absent from his office in the service of the commission, 
the same to be certified and paid in the same manner as other expenses 
incurred by the commission. In addition to the secretary, the commission 


may employ such other persons as it may deem necessary to carry out the 
purpose of this chapter. 


5391. Duties of Commission.—The Commission, when asked, shall give 
advice to all schools, free and other public libraries, and to all communities 
which may propose to establish them, as to the best means of establishing 
and maintaining such libraries, the selection of books, cataloguing, and 
other details of library management. It may also purchase and operate 
traveling libraries, and circulate such traveling libraries within the state 
among communities, libraries, schools, colleges, universities, library associa- 
tions, study clubs, charitable and penal institutions free of cost, except for 
transportation, and to establish county and regional libraries and to use any 
funds, separate and apart from the general library commission fund, which 
might come into its custody from any source, for such purpose, and for the 
purpose of establishing, stimulating, increasing, improving and equalizing 
library service in the various counties within the state, under such rules for 
safekeeping, preservation, care, handling of the books and allocation of the 
funds as may be fixed by said Commission. It may publish such lists and 
circulars of information as it shall deem necessary, and it may also conduct 
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a summer school of library instruction and a clearing house for periodicals 
for free gifts to local libraries. The Commission shall each year obtain from 
all libraries in the state reports showing the condition, growth, development 
and manner of conducting such libraries together with such other facts and 
statistics regarding the same as may be deemed of public interest by the 
Commission, and shall make a biennial report to the legislature of the facts 
of public interest and value in relation to its work. 


5392. How funds drawn.—The Commission may from time to time as 
needed draw an odrer signed by the secretary and the chairman in favor of 
any party to whom money is due stating in such order what the money is 
to be used for, and, upon presentation of such order, the state auditor shall 
draw his warrant upon the state treasurer for the amount therefor not to 
exceed the amount of the appropriation for the purposes of the commission. 


5393. Gifts may be accepted.—The commission may accept, in the 
name of the state, gifts of money, real estate, books, periodicals, or other 
property, for the purpose of promoting the work of the commission, and to 
accept and administer any funds which might be provided by the Federal 
Government for library purposes. 





PUBLIC LIBRARIES—CITY, COUNTY, AND REGIONAL 
SENATE BILL NO. 166 


AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES; TO PROVIDE FOR FUNDS FOR ESTABLISHMENT, 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION; TO PROVIDE FOR ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, That it is hereby declared to be the policy of 
this state to allow and promote the establishment and development of free 
public library service throughout this state as a part of its provisions for 
public education. 


Section 2. The board of supervisors of any county in the state of 
Mississippi, or other governing bodies of the counties of this state, and 
municipalities and towns, through their governing bodies, may establish and 
maintain or aid in establishing and maintaining free public libraries for 
the use of the citizens of the respective counties, municipalities or towns, 
either separately or in connection with free public libraries already estab- 
lished therein. For said purpose said governing body may acquire the 
necessary real estate either by purchase, gift or donation and may erect 
the necessary buildings thereon. 


Section 3. Funds for establishment and operation. Where any library 
is established under this act, either by the county board of supervisors or 
the governing body of a municipality, the cost of purchasing land, erecting 
buildings, and equipping and maintaining such library may be paid for in 
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whole or in part out of the general funds of the county or municipality, if, 
in the opinion of the governing authority, said funds are adequate for that 
purpose. 


Section 4. Regional Libraries. Two or more counties by action of 
their boards of supervisors may join in establishing and maintaining a re- 
gional library under the terms of a contract to which all of said counties 
agree. The expenses of the regional library shall be apportioned between or 
among the counties concerned on such basis as shall be agreed upon in the 
contract. The library building shall be located at a place in one of the 
counties to be agreed upon by the boards of supervisors of the various 
counties in said regional library district. 


Section 5. Participation in regional or county libraries by existing 
libraries. When a county or regional library shall have been established 
under this act, any municipality which is aiding in maintaining or support- 
ing a public library may participate in said county or regional library. Said 
participation shall be on such terms as may be agreed upon among the 
governing body of the municipality, the board of trustees of the existing 
municipal library and the board of trustees of the county or regional library. 


Section 6. Contract service. The governing board of any municipality 
which is not aiding in maintaining or supporting an existing library may 
contract with the board of trustees of any existing county, regional or 
other public library to receive the services of said established library. Said 
contract shall contain such terms, agreements and conditions as may be 
agreed upon between the governing board of the municipality and the 
board of trustees of the established library. 


The board of supervisors of a county in the state which has no county 
library and which is not in a regional library district may, with the consent 
of the board of trustees of an established library, contract for library 
service from any established library; provided, that such a library be sub- 
ject to inspection by the secretary of the state library commission and be 
certified by him as maintaining a proper standard. Said contract shall con- 
tain such terms, agreements and conditions as may be agreed upon between 
the board of supervisors and the board of trustees of the library. Any school 
district may contract for school library service from any existing library, 
such service to be paid from funds available to the school district. 


Section 7.....Board of Trustees. The management and control of a 
county, municipal, or regional library shall be vested in a board of five (5) 
trustees. In county and municipal libraries they shall be appointed by the 
governing authority of the county or municipality. In regional libraries 
they shall be appointed by the joint action of all of the county boards of 
supervisors in said district. The first appointments shall be for terms of 
1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years respectively, and thereafter, a trustee shall be ap- 
pointed annually to serve five (5) years. Vacancies shall be filled for un- 
expired terms as soon as possible in the same manner in which members 
of the board were regularly chosen. No trustee shall receive a salary or 
other compensation for this services. 
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Section 8. Board of trustees—organization, powers and duties. The 
trustees, immediately after their appointment or election, shall meet and 
organize by the election of such officers as they deem necessary. They shall 
(1) adopt such by-laws, rules and regulations for their own guidance and 
for the government of the library as they deem expedient; (2) have the 
supervision, care, and custody of all property of the library, including the 
rooms or buildings constructed, leased or set apart, therefor; (3) employ 
a librarian, and upon his recommendation employ such other assistants as 
may be necessary, prescribe their duties, fix their compensation and remove 
them for a cause; (4) submit annually to the governing body a budget 
containing estimates for the ensuing year; (5) have exclusive control of 
the finances of the library; (6) accept such gifts of money or property for 
library purposes as they deem expedient; (7) on recommendation of 
librarian purchase books, periodicals, maps, and supplies for the library; 
(8) and do all other acts necessary for the orderly and efficient management 
and control of the library. Provided however, that no expenditure made or 
contracted by said trustees shall be binding on any county or municipality 
so as to require any payment in excess of funds made available for library 
purposes under this act. 


Section 9. Annual reports. At the close of each year the board of 
trustees of every library shall make a report to the governing body in the 
county or municipality wherein the board serves, showing the condition of 
their trust during the year, the sums of money received for the library 
fund from taxes and other sources, the sums of money expended and the 
purposes of the expenditures, the number of books and periodicals on hand, 
the number added during the year, the number withdrawn, the number loaned 
out, and such other statistics and information and such suggestions as they 
deem of public interest. A copy of this report shall be filed in the state 
library commission. 


Section 10. Free use of libraries. Every library established or main- 
tained under this act shall be free for the use of the residents of the 
territory included within the library district, subject to such reasonable 
rules and regulations as the trustees find necessary. Provided, however, 
that the trustees may charge a reasonable fee for the use of certain copies 
of popular fiction and non-fiction. 


Section 11. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed except that this act shall not be construed to abrogate the force 
of charter provisions or any local act governing existing public libraries. 
And provided further that this act shall not be construed to repeal Section 
290 (J), Code of 1940, as amended but shall be construed as additional and 
supplementary thereto. 


Section 12. That this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 


-Approved March 25, 1938. 
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CODE 1930 
Chapter 9 


Section 290. Supervisors may donate for certain patriotic and charit- 
able uses.—The board of supervisors of each county are hereby authorized 
in their discretion to donate money for the objects and purposes following, 
to-wit: 


(j). Public libraries. A sum not to exceed three hundred dollars per 
annum toward the support and maintenance of one or more public libraries 
situated in the county. In any county whose total assessed valuation, in- 
cluding railroads and all public utilities, is more than eighteen million 
dollars the board in its discretion may appropriate a sum not to exceed 
three thousand dollars per annum for public libraries. 


The board may also give or donate any legislative journals, constitu- 
tional convention journals, printed official reports of any state or county 
officers, official reports of departments, bureaus or officers of the United 
States, and copies of the acts of the legislature or laws of Mississippi now 
or hereafter in the county library of such county and not needed, in the 
opinion of the board in the county library (but not including any Missis- 
sippi reports and not including any acts of the legislature or laws of the 
state, unless such acts, or laws be more than twenty years old) to any 
library or library association or foundation or organization maintaining 
a free public library for reference or otherwise, provided such library, asso- 
ciation, foundation or organization owns free from incumbrance a fire 
proof library building located in this state, in which building said journals, 
reports, acts and laws may be and shall be deposited where received under 
this section and made accessible under reasonable regulations to the general 
public; and provided further that such library, association, foundation or 
organization shall not have the right to sell or otherwise dispose of said 
journals, reports, acts and laws. But the same may be returned to the 
county library from which received without expense to the county or to 
the state library, without expense to the state, at any time by the library, 
association, foundation or organization receiving the same. 


Any gift or donation made by the board of supervisors of any county 
under the authority of this section shall be evidenced by an order spread 
upon the minutes of said board. The county shall bear no expense in con- 
nection with any donation. The sheriff of the county, or the custodian of 
the county library, shall deliver to the representative of the library, asso- 
ciation, foundation or organization entitled to receive the same any of said 
journals, reports, acts, laws and official publications in accordance with 
the directions contained in any order of the board of supervisors for the 
delivery of the same, and shall take proper receipt from the party re- 
ceiving the same, and shall deliver such receipt to the clerk of the board of 
supervisors of the county, and the board of supervisors shall have the said 
receipt entered in full on the minutes of the board. 


Any library, association, foundation or organization receiving any gift 
or donation from any county under this section shall report in writing to 
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the board of supervisors from which such gifts or donations have been re- 
ceived every two years that the gifts and donations so received are still 
in the possession of the donee and are accessible to the general public. And 
if any of the gifts or donations so received have been lost, destroyed or have 
otherwise disappeared report thereof shall be made. 


If any library, library association, foundation or organization receiving 
gifts or donations under this section shall cease operating a free public 
library or shall cease to be the owner of a fireproof building in which it 
keeps and maintains a free public library for reference or otherwise, the 
said library, association, foundation or organization shall thereupon im- 
mediately return to the county library, without expense to the county, or 
to the state library, without expense to the state, any gifts or donations it 
may have received under this act. 





MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES 
Library Building Bonds 
CODE 1930 
Chapter 50 


Section 2483. Municipal bonds—The corporate authorities of any 
municipality, are authorized to issue bonds or other obligations of the city, 
town or village, for the following purposes: 


(k) The purchase of or the construction of public buildings for libraries 
and the purchase of land therefor and the repair, improvement and equip- 
ment thereof, and buying books and other literature therefor; provided the 
municipality may either from sale of bonds or out of its public funds pur- 
chase books, literature or equipment for an established local public library, 
under satisfactory management, free of debt, and financially able to fully 
maintain itself, title to said books, literature and equipment to remain in 
said municipality should said library be closed or abandoned. 





CODE 1930 
Chapter 163 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Section 6786. County aid—When any public free school in this state 
shall raise not less than ten dollars by subscription or otherwise for a 
library for such school, and shall furnish suitable bookcases with lock and 
key, the superintendent of education of the county where such subscription 
is raised may issue his certificate for a like amount not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars in favor of such school, to be paid out of the common school 
fund of that county; but in no case shall the amount given by the county 
in any one year exceed two hundred and fifty dollars; provided, that no 
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school shall receive a second donation from the school fund for library 
purposes so long as there are any new applications from schools that have 
not been supplied. 


6787. Library commission.—The county superintendent of education 
shall name two first-grade teachers, who, together with the county super- 
intendent, shall constitute a county library commission, and it shall be the 
duty of this commission to name a list of books suited for school libraries, 
and all books purchased under this provision shall be selected from this 
list. It shall be the duty of this commission to make rules and regulations 
to govern and control the use of such libraries in the county, and shall 
name a local manager of each library who shall make a report every year 
to the county commission of all books purchased during the year, of the 
money on hand at the time of the report, together with the amount ex- 
pended for library purposes. The county superintendent shall keep a list 
of books purchased by the several libraries of his county and make a library 
report to the state superintendent of education biennially with the county 
school report. 





MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
- CODE 1930 
Chapter 79 


Section 3636. Trusts for founding public institutions—how created.— 
Any person desiring in his lifetime, to promote the public welfare by found- 
ing, endowing and having maintained a public library, museum, art gallery 
or educational institutions within this state, to be operated without profit, 
may to that end and for such purposes by grant, in writing, convey to a 
trustee, or any number of trustees, named in such grant, and to their 
successors, forever, such real property in this state as shall be necessary 
to the operation of such library, museum, art gallery or educational institu- 
tions, and any personal property wherever situate. 


3637. Grantor to designate purpose.—The person making such grant 
may therein designate: 


(1) The nature, objects and purposes of the institution to be founded, 
endowed and maintained. 


(2) The name by which it shall be known. 


(3) The powers and duties of the trustee or trustees and the manner 
in which he or they shall account, and to whom, if accounting be required; 
but such powers and duties shall not be held to be exclusive of other 
powers which may be necessary to enable such trustee or trustees to carry 
out the object of such grant. 


(4) The mode andmanner, and by whom, the successors to the trustee 
or trustees named in the grant are to be appointed, in perpetuity. 
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(5) Such rules and regulations for the management of the property 
conveyed as the grantor may elect to prescribe; but such rules shall be 
deemed advisory only, and shall not preclude such trustee or trustees from 
making such change as new conditions may from time to time require. 


3638. No institution for profit to be founded hereunder.—No institu- 
tion for pecuniary profit shall be founded hereunder; and no dividends 
shall be declared or paid by any institution founded hereunder; and no 
trustee, officer, member or employee of any institution founded hereunder 
shall receive, or be entitled to receive, any pecuniary profit from the opera- 
tions thereof except reasonable compensation for services in effecting or 
furthering any one or more of the objects or purposes of the institution; 
provided, however, that in case of a public library any requirements for 
the payment of fees for various privileges shall not divest such library of 
its public character when such requirements are usual or customary in 
ease of public libraries throughout the state or the United States, and 
provided further that in the case of educational institutions, requirements 
as to the payment of matriculation fees, laboratory fees, library fees, fees 
of like kind or nature, board and lodging of students, and any of the re- 
quirements customary or usually insisted upon in the public educational 
institutions of this state shall not divest such institutions of their public 
character. 


3639. Institutions exempt from taxation.—Every institution founded 
hereunder and its property including real property, money, stock, bonds, 
notes, certificates of indebtedness, other evidences of indebtedness, and all 
other personal property so far as devoted exclusively to carrying out ob- 
jects and purposes of such institution shall be exempt from all state, county 
and municipal taxes; provided, however, such institution shall own only 
such real property as shall be necessary to the fulfillment of the objects 
and purposes of such institution. 


3640. May receive gifts and bequests under certain conditions.—Every 
institution founded hereunder shall be competent to receive by purchase 
or gift further property, provided the aggregate of all real property held 
by such institution shall not exceed the amount necessary to the fulfill- 
ment of the objects and purposes of such institution. And such institution 
shall be competent to receive by bequest further property provided such 
request is not in violation of sections two hundred and sixty-nine, and two 
hundred and seventy of the constitution of Mississippi. And provided fur- 
ther that such property so received shall be devoted exclusively to the pur- 
poses of such institution. 


3641. Trustees, their authority, etc—The trustee or trustees named in 
any grant made and their successors, may in the name of the institution, 
as designated in such grant, sue and defend, in relation to the trust prop- 
erty and in relation to all matters affecting the institution endowed and 
established by such grant. 


3642. Grants to be recorded.—Any such grant may be executed, 
acknowledged and recorded in the same manner as is now provided by law 
for the execution, acknowledging, and recording of grants of real property. 


[10] 





STATE LIBRARY 
Librarian 


State Librarian. Constitution of the State of Mississippi, Section 106. 
There shall be’a state librarian, to be chosen by the legislature, on joint 
vote of the two houses, to serve four years; whose duties and compensation 
shall be prescribed by law. Any woman, a resident of the state four years, 
and who has attained the age of twenty years, shall be eligible to said 
office. 


CODE 1930 
Chapter 130 


5368. State librarian—term of office, oath and bond—salary.—There 
shall be a state librarian, to be elected as provided by the constitution, 
whose term of office shall be four years. He shall, before entering upon the 
discharge of the duties of his office, take the oath prescribed by section two 
hundred and sixty-eight of the constitution, and shall give bond with suf- 
ficient sureties, payable to the state, to be approved by the governor, in 
the penalty of five thousand dollars, and with such conditions as the board 
of trustees of the library may prescribe. The bond shall be filed in the 
office of the secretary of state. 


5369. Office hours.—The state librarian shall keep the library open 
for the public, as hereinafter specified, from eight o’clock a. m. until six 
o’clock p. m. from May 1 to November 1, and from nine o’clock a. m. until 
five o’clock p. m. during the remainder of the year; and, when the legisla- 
ture is in session, until the adjournment of each house, except the necessary 
time for meals. 


5370. To appoint assistant librarian.—The state librarian, with the 
approval of the governor, shall appoint a suitable and competent person to 
be assistant state librarian. Said assistant shall have and possess all of the 
qualifications required by law of the state librarian, and shall have power 
and authority under the direction and supervision of the state librarian, 
to perform all the duties required of that officer, and shall be liable to all 
pains and penalties to which the state librarian is liable. The state librarian 
may discharge such assistant at pleasure and appoint another as aforesaid. 


5371. To keep books, arrange catalogues.—The state librarian shall 
have charge of and faithfully keep and preserve all the books, maps, charts, 
astronomical instruments, manuscripts, and all other property of the state 
pertaining to the state library, or otherwise intrusted to his charge, and 
shall assign and place the same in the proper alcoves and places for con- 
venient access, examination and reference, and note the same in similar 
order in the catalogue or list, with all new receipts by exchange, purchase, 
or otherwise. 


5372. New catalogue—new copies printed.—The state librarian shall 
from time to time, under the inspection and approval of the trustees, make 
out and keep a catalogue of the books, under appropriate heads, alpha- 
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betically; and as often as the trustees deem necessary he shall have one 
hundred copies thereof printed for reference and distribution, and the con- 
venience of persons desiring to examine the books in the library. 


5373. To provide suitable furniture, stationery, lights.—The state 
librarian shall, under direction of the trustees, provide suitable tables, 
chairs, pens, ink and paper for the use of persons desiring to examine, 
take notes, or copy from the books of the library, and shall attend, to 
hand them or place on the table, the books required. 


5374. To be properly kept.—The state librarian shall at all times keep 
the rooms belonging to the library clean and properly ventilated, and, at 
the proper season, well warmed, and have them provided with tables, pen, 
ink, and paper, and so arranged for the examination and study of the 
books in the library that persons can make use of the same without inter- 
ruption from transient visitors; and shall keep the main library-room clean, 
properly ventilated and warmed. 


5375. Trustees of the library.—The state librarian shall be under the 
supervision and control of the governor, judges of the Supreme Court, and 
attorney-general, who shall be trustees of the state library. 


5376. Who to preside, and quorum of trustees.—The governor, or in 
his absence such other member as the board may designate, shall preside 
at all meetings of the trustees; and any three or more of the trustees shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. 


5377. Trustees to enact by-laws—penalties.—The board of trustees 
shall make all necessary by-laws and regulations for the government of the 
library, and for the accommodation and arrangement of the books, and 
concerning the taking of books out of the library, and may prescribe 
penalties for a violation thereof. A person taking any book from the 
library and not returning it when required shall be liable to pay double the 
value of the volume, or, if it be a volume of work consisting of several 
volumes, then double the value of the whole work. Penalties for a violation 
of the provisions of this chapter, or of the said by-laws and regulations, 
may be recovered by action in the name of the state, before any court 
having jurisdiction, and such penalties shall be for the use of the library. 


5378. Secretary of trustees—records of books.—The state librarian 
shall be secretary of the board of trustees, and shall keep a record of all 
its proceedings. He shall keep and record an alphabetical list of all books 
purchased or acquired, with the prices of each, and the date of the acquisi- 
tion; he shall also keep a blank book, in which he shall charge every person 
entitled to take books from the library with every book taken by him, and 
shall note therein the return of the same. 


5379. To prosecute for not returning books and liability of librarian.— 
It shall be the duty of the state librarian to commence and prosecute suits 
against all persons who fail to return books; and the state librarian is to be 
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liable for all books, maps, and other property which may be missing from 
the library and not accounted for during his term of office. 


5380. Books not to be taken off.—A book belonging to the state library 
shall not be taken from the state capitol, except as provided by the board 
of trustees. 


5381. Who may take books and where.—Judges of the Supreme Court 
and state officers may take books from the library to the offices in the 
capitol, for the necessary examination of any subject, and shall return 


such book immediately after the necessary examination shall have been 
made. 


5382. Lawyers in Supreme Court may use books.—Attorneys and 
solicitors of the Supreme Court may, on the written order of one of the 
judges thereof, be allowed, upon giving the proper receipt, to take the 
books necessary for use in a pending case to the Supreme Court room. 


5383. Members of legislature may use books.—Members of the legis- 
lature may take books for use in either house and in committees, upon 


signing the proper receipt and engagement to be responsible for the safe 
return of the same. 


5384. How books purchased.—Under the approval and direction of the 
board of trustees, the state librarian shall expend all appropriations made by 
the legislature and other moneys belonging to the library in the purchase of 
such books as the board may order, and, with its approval, upon the warrant 
of the auditor, draw any moneys from the treasury appropriated or be- 
longing to the library for that purpose. 


5385. Contingent expenses.—The contingent expenses of the library 
for furniture, stationery, etc., and for binding books purchased for or de- 
posited in the library, not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) in any 
one year, and for traveling expenses for the librarian not exceeding two 
hundred dollars ($200.00) in any one year shall be certified by at least 
three of the trustees, and paid out of the state treasury, on the warrant of 
the auditor; and the state librarian shall make application as provided in 
the last section, for renewal of such application. 


5386. Surplus copies of books may be sold.—Surplus copies of any 
work in the library, not purchased by order of the legislature, may be sold 
by the board of trustees or exchanged for other works. 


5387. Duties of trustees when librarian’s term expires.—It shall be 
the duty of the board of trustees, on the expiration of the term of office 
of the librarian, to cause the books in the library to be carefully counted 
and an inventory thereof to be made, a copy of which shall be furnished to 
the incoming librarian, who shall execute to the president of the board 
his receipt for all the books. The receipt shall be filed in the office of the 
secretary of state, and shall charge the librarian with the books therein 
mentioned. Z 
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Chapter 163 
Laws 1938 
HOUSE BILL NO. 365 


AN ACT to create as a part of the Mississippi State Library a legislative 
reference bureau, and to provide for its operation and maintenance. 


Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, That there is hereby created, as a part of the 
Mississippi state library, a legislative reference bureau, for the use of the 
members of the legislature, the governor, and the various departments, 
institutions, and agencies of this state, as well as for a limited service 
for such citizens of this state as may desire to avail themselves of its 
reference facilities. 


Section 2. The purpose of the said legislative reference bureau 
shall be: 


(A) To assist the legislature of this state in the proper performance 
of its constitutional functions by providing its members with impartial 
and accurate information and reports concerning the legislative problems 
which come before them; and by providing digests showing the practices 
of other states and of foreign nations in dealing with similar problems; 


(B) To secure information for the legislators of this state by co- 
operating with the legislative reference services in other states, and with 
the Interstate reference bureau maintained by the American legislators’ 
association and by the council of state governments; 


(C) To furnish to the members of the legislature of this state, copies 
of the legislation of other states, uniform laws, model bills, text books 
on the preparation of legislative measures, and such other information and 
material as may be of value to them in the preparation of bills for intro- 
duction into the legislature of this state. 


Section 3. The legislative refereence bureau shall be in charge of the 
state librarian, and she shall be the director thereof, and the duties of said 
director shall in no way interfere with or lessen the duties of the librarian 
as already prescribed by law. 

Section 4. The legislative reference bureau shall be maintained out 
of the funds appropriated biennially to the state library by the legislature. 

Section 5. That this act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

Approved March 22, 1938. 


Chapter 164 
Laws 1938 
HOUSE BILL NO. 386 
AN ACT requiring state publications of all state departments, commis- 


sions, committees, bureaus and boards to be deposited in the state 
library. 
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Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE -LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, That all state officers, departments, commis- 
sions and committees, bureaus and boards, issuing biennial, annual, or 
special reports of any nature, where such reports are printed, typewritten 
or mimeographed, shall deposit with the Mississippi state library, for 
general reference use in said library, at least two (2) copies of each of such 
printed, typewritten or mimeographed reports; such deposits to be made 
immediately after issuance of same. 


Section 2....The secretary of the senate and the clerk of the house 
shall, after the adjournment of each session of the legislature, deposit 
in the state library at least two (2) copies of all special legislative com- 
mittee reports, when such reports shall have been printed, typewritten or 
mimeographed. 


Section 3. The secretary of state shall, immediately after the pas- 
sage of this act, give written notice to the head of each state department, 
committee, commission, bureau and board directing their attention to this 
act and the necessity of their compliance therewith. 


Section 4. That this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 


Approved March 22, 1938. 





CODE 1930 
Chapter 78 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


3626. Objects and purposes of the department.—There shall be for 
the state of Mississippi a department of archives and history located in 
the state capitol in apartments set aside for its use by the governor; and 
the objects and purposes of the said department are the care and custody of 
official archives, the collecting of materials bearing upon the history of the 
state and of the territory included therein, from the earliest times, the edit- 
ing of official records and other historical material, the diffusion of knowl- 
edge in reference to the history and resources of this state, the preparation 
and publication of annual reports, the encouragement of historical work 
and research and the performance of such other acts and requirements as 
may be enjoined by law. 


3627. Board of trustees to control department.—The said department 
shall be under the control of a board of nine trustees, provided three of said 
trustees shall be ex-confederate soldiers while as many can be had who are 
competent. The said board shall have the power and authority to fill all 
vacancies occurring therein, whether by expiration of term of service or by 
death or resignation, but.the names of all newly-elected members shall be 
communicated to the next’ ensuing session of the state senate for confirma- 
tion, and in case it shall reject any of the said newly-elected trustees it shall 
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proceed forthwith to fill the vacancy or vacancies by an election. All trus- 
tees chosen to succeed the present members or their successors shall serve 
for a term of six years. The said board of trustees shall hold at the state 
capitol at least one regular meeting during the year, and as many special 
meetings as may be necessary, and at said meetings five members shall 
constitute a quorum. The director of the department of archives and history, 
hereinafter provided, shall be secretary of the board. The trustees shall 
receive no compensation for their services other than the amount of their 
necessary expenses actually paid out while in attendance on the meetings 
of the board or the business of the department. The said board is empowered 
to adopt rules for its own government and for the government of the depart- 
ment; to elect a director and other officials or employees, as may be author- 
ized by law; and to do and perform such other acts and things as may be 
necessary to carry out the true intent and purposes of this chapter. 


3628. Director of department—term of office—duties and powers.— 
The department shall be under the immediate management and control of 


a director, to be elected by the board of trustees, whose term of office shall 
be six years, and until his successor is elected and qualified. He shall take 
an oath of office as do other state officials, and shall be commissioned in 
like manner. He shall have authority to adopt a seal for use in official 
business. He shall devote his time to the work of the department, using his 
best endeavor to develop and build it up, so as to carry out the design of its 
creation. He shall have the control and direction of the work and operations 
of the said department, and shall preserve its collection; care for the official 
archives that may come into his custody, collect, as far as possible, all mate- 
rials bearing upon the history of the state and the territory included therein 
from the earliest times, prepare the official registers hereinafter provided, 
and diffuse knowledge in reference to the history and resources of the state. 
The director of the department shall make a report of the expenses of said 
department to the legislature of the state as state officers. 


3629. State and county officials empowered to turn over all records to 
director not in current use.—Any state, county, municipal or other official 
is hereby authorized and empowered, in his discretion, to turn over to the 
department for permanent preservation therein, any official books, records, 
documents, original papers, newspaper files and printed books not in cur- 
rent use in their offices. When so surrendered copies therefrom shall be 
made and certified by the director upon the application of any person inter- 
ested, which certification shall have all the force and effect as if made by 
the officer originally in the custody of them, and for which the same fees 
shall be charged, to be collected in advance. 


3630. County boards of supervisors empowered to turn over historical 
portraits and make appropriations for oil portraits of distinguished men.— 
The county boards of supervisors are hereby authorized and empowered to 
turn over to the department historical portraits which may be the property 
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of the counties, and to make appropriations, on application of the director. 
for the purpose of placing oil portraits of distinguished citizens of Missis- 
sippi in the state’s hall of fame, provided that the selections shall be made 
at the request and under the direction of the board of trustees of the depart- 
ment of archives and history. 


3631. Official and statistical register—An official and statistical reg- 
ister of the state of Mississippi shall be compiled by the director, after each 
general election, to contain brief sketches of the several state officials, the 
members o fcongress from Mississippi, the Supreme Court judges, the mem- 
bers of the senate and house of representatives of the state of Mississippi; 
roster of all state and county officials; lists of all state institutions, with 
officials; state and county population and election statistics, and miscella- 
neous statistics; said register shall be published in an edition of three 
thousand copies for free distribution, the printing and binding to be paid 
for as is other such printing and binding; and its distribution shall be paid 
for out of the fund provided for the distribution of other public documents. 


3632. To collect and publish datta concerning soldiers of Mississippi.— 
The department is charged with the duty of making special effort to collect 
and publish data in reference to soldiers from Mississippi in the war of 
1812, Indian wars, war with Mexico, and the war between the United 
States and the Confederate States, and to cause the same to be prepared for 
publication as speedily as possible. 


3633. Historical roll of Mississippi war veterans provided for.— 
The director of the archives and history is authorized to prepare and publish 
an historical roll of Mississippi soldiers and sailors, with the history of 
Mississippi organizations and commands serving in the war of 1812, war 
wth Mexico, Confederate war, Spanish-American war and World war, with 
all records relative thereto. 


3634. Roll to be complete—printing and distribution—The said his- 
torical roll shall be full and complete as it can be made from a thorough 
and exhaustive study of all sources of information in the department of 
archives and history, the war department at Washington and elsewhere. 
The said work to be undertaken as soon as practicable, and to be continued 
until it is completed; the printing and binding to be done under the control 
and discretion of the director of the department of archives and history. 
The publications, when completed, shall be distributed by the said director, 
who, in his discretion, shall furnish, free of cost, to the universities, colleges, 
public and county library each a copy; and shall exchange for similar publi- 
cations from other states; and shall be authorized to sell copies to other 
libraries and individuals at a sufficient sum to cover the cost of publication. 


3635. Director of archives and history to report all sales.—The direc- 
tor of the department of archives and history shall report at each session 
of the legislature all sales of said publication and amounts collected there- 
from, in order that thé proceeds from said sales may be disposed of in 
accordance with the wish of that body. 
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LAWS 1938 
Chapter 161 
HOUSE BILL No. 62 


AN ACT to provide for the preservation of the prehistoric and scientific 
resources of the state of Mississippi, and for other purposes. 


AN ACT to provide for the preservation of the prehistoric and scientific 
resources of the state of Mississippi, and for other purposes. 


Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, That all historic or prehistoric ruins or monu- 
ments or objects of historical, archhaeological, or scientific value situated 
in the state of Mississippi are hereby declared to be objects in which the 
state is vitally interested and should be preserved for future generations. 


Section 2. That any person who shall appropriate, excavate, injure, or 
destroy any historic or prehistoric ruin or monument, or any object of his- 
torical, archaeological, or scientific value, situated in the state of Mississippi 
without first securing the permission of the director of the department of 
archives and history shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
therefor shall be fined in a sum of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) or 
be imprisoned for a period of not more than thirty (30) days or shall suffer 
both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 


Section 3. That permits for the examination of ruins, the excavation 
of archaeological sites, and the gathering of objects of antiquity, or general 
scientific interest, may be granted by the director of archives and history 
to institutions or persons which he may deem properly qualified to conduct 
such examination, excavation, or gathering, subject to such rules and regu- 
lations as the aforesaid director of archives and history may prescribe; 
provided, that the examinations, excavations/ and gatherings, are under- 
taken for the benefit of reputable museums, universities, colleges, or other 
recognized scientific or educational institutions, with a view to promoting 
the knowledge of such subjects; and, provided, that not less than fifty per 
cent of all specimens so collected shall be retained as the property of the 
state of Mississippi, unless the director of archives and history shall ex- 
pressly accept a smaller portion, as meeting the requirements of this act; 
and, provided, that this act shall not interfere with the making of natural 
history collections by individuals for scientific purposes only. 


Section 4. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 


Approved April 4, 1938. 
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CODE 1930 


Chapter 166 
Distribution of state reports, records, acts, and journals 
[Including amendments to sections 6940, 6942, and 6943, Laws 1940] 


Section 6939. Acts, journals and “Mississippi Reports” deposited in 
the state library.—The secretary of state shall cause the acts and journals 
of the several states and territories, the five copies of the acts of congress, 
twenty-five copies of the acts and journals of each session of the legisla- 
ture, and twenty-five copies of each volume of the “Mississippi Reports,” 
and twenty-five copies of the department reports, when printed and bound, 
to be deposited in the state library as a part thereof. 


6940. Acts and journals distributed.—The secretary of state shall 
distribute and transmit, free of cost, after the same have been printed and 
bound, the acts and journals of each session of the legislature, as follows: 
Two copies of each to the executive of each state and territory of the United 
States, and to the governments of Canada and Mexico; and one copy of 
each to the following officers and institutions: Governor, lieutenant-governor, 
secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney-general, railroad commis- 
sioners, superintendent of the penitentiary, assistant superintendent of the 
penitentiary, superintendent of education, land commissioner, judges of the 
Supreme, circuit and chancery courts; clerks of those courts, judge of 
county court, county attorney, and district attorneys; Mississippi State 
College, Mississippi State College for Women, Alcorn Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, Mississippi College, Millsaps College; Memphis Law 
Library, at Memphis, Tennessee; Mississippi Southern College, Delta State 
Teachers College and each Junior College located in the state of Mississippi; 
to the sheriff of each county, for the county library; and to each member 
of the legislature; and ten copies of each to the University of Mississippi; 
and eight copies of the acts and two copies of the journals to the Library 
of Congress at Washington, D. C. 


6941. Acts alone distributed.—He shall, in the same manner, further 
distribute the acts of the legislature alone, as follows: One copy to each 
of the judges, marshals, and clerks of the United States courts in this 
state; to each charitable institution; to the secretary of the senate and clerk 
of the house; to each sheriff, coroner, county treasurer, assessor, surveyor, 
member of the boards of supervisors, justice of the peace, and mayor. 


6942. Departmental reports and other books furnished the counties.— 
The secretary of state shall, as soon as the same are printed and bound, 
forward to the sheriff of each county a bound copy of the “Mississippi De- 
partment Reports,” for preservation in the county library; and he shall so 
forward, for like purpose, any and all other books published by the state 
not otherwise provided by law to be furnished the county libraries. And 
he shall so forward a cdpy of the state departmental reports to each mem- 
ber of the legislature; and further he shall forward two bound copies of 
the Mississippi Department Reports, and two copies of any and all other 
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reports, books, pamphlets, maps, etc., published by the state to the library 
of Congress at Washington, D. C. 


6943. Mississippi reports distributed—The secretary of state shall 
transmit, free of cost, one copy of each volume of “Mississippi Reports” 
to the sheriff of each county of the state, for the county library; one copy 
of each volume thereof to each of the following educational institutions, 
to-wit: Mississippi State College, Aleorn Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege, Mississippi State College for Women, Mississippi College, Millsaps 
College, Delta State Teachers College, and the Mississippi Southern Col- 
lege, and ten copies of each volume thereof to the University of Mississippi; 
and further five copies of each volume to the Library of Congress at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


6944. “Mississippi Reports” exchanged for reports of other states and 
countries.—The secretary of state, under direction of the governor, shall 
transmit to the executive or other proper officer of each state and territory 
of the United States, and to any foreign government or country that will 
exchange its judicial reports therefor, copies of each volume of the “Missis- 
sippi Reports,” not exceeding five. 


6945. Acts, journals and “Mississippi Reports” sold.—All the acts and 
journals of the legislature and the “Mississippi Reports” which are not 
required by law to be deposited in the state library, or to be distributed or 
exchanged, shall be kept by the secretary of state in his office for sale or 
exchange for the use of the state; and he shall sell to any person who may 
apply, the acts and journals at the cost price of printing and binding the 
same, and the “Mississippi Reports” at the price of four dollars per volume, 
and he shall pay the proceeds of such sales into the state treasury in the 
manner prescribed by law. 


6946. Acts of congress and other books, papers distributed.—The sec- 
retary of state shall, at the time of distributing the laws and journals, also 
transmit to the sheriff of each county, for the county library, one copy of 
the acts of congress, if there be so many remaining and such other books, 
papers, maps, and documents as may be required by the legislature or 
governor to be distributed to the several counties. 


6947. Books and documents for distribution—how and when distributed 
and receipted for.—The secretary of state shall send, by suitable means, at 
as cheap a rate as he can obtain, to the sheriffs of the several counties, the 
books, documents, and papers required to be distributed to the various 
officers in their respective counties, as soon as practicable after he receives 
the same; and shall likewise send to the various other distributees the books 
and documents to which they respectively are entitled. The sheriffs and 
other distributees shall send by mail, postpaid, or deliver to the secretary 
of state, a certificate as evidence of the books, documents, and papers 


received, which, when received, shall be filed by the secretary of state in 
his office. 
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